God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Twenty-Four: The Promise of a New Kingdom 
Texts: Genesis 49:10; Exodus 19:4-6; Deuteronomy 17:14-15; 1 Samuel 8:1-7;                     Isaiah 11:1-10; Daniel 2:36-45  [image: image1.jpg]


      
W
hen God established His covenant with Israel He promised them that they would be to Him “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exod. 19:6). Many of the laws which God gave to Moses governed them as nation. Originally, this nation looked to God alone as their king. Yet, God foretold a time when they would set a king over them (Deut. 17:14-15). We noted in earlier lessons that this was fulfilled when Israel demanded a king “like all the nations” (1 Sam. 8:5).  God allowed this, even though it meant that they were rejecting His rule over them (1 Sam. 8:7).

The second king whom God appointed was David, the son of Jesse (of the tribe of Judah). Long before David was born a prophecy was given to the tribe of Judah that it would possess the “scepter”—a staff belonging to a king (Gen. 49:10). God revealed to Isaiah that One would come who would both the “Stem of Jesse” (i.e. a descendent of David’s father – Isa. 11:1) but also the  “Root of Jesse” (i.e. the One from whom he sprang – Isa. 11:10). This Root and Stem of David would not rule over the Jews alone. Instead, “the Gentiles shall seek Him” (11:10) and “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord” (11:9).   

In our last lesson we noted that God promised those under the covenant of the Law of Moses a New Covenant which would not be for the Jews alone. Just as the Law of Moses regulated the nation of Israel, the Lord revealed that this New Covenant would govern a new kingdom. In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream which Daniel interpreted,  God revealed to him that after Babylon, Persia, and a third kingdom (which history shows was the empire of Alexander the Great) during a fourth kingdom (Rome) God would establish a new a different kingdom. Daniel revealed, “in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Dan. 2:44).

We should note several things about this prophesy. First, the time of its establishment was foretold. It would come during the fourth kingdom—during the time of Rome. Second, it would “never be destroyed.” Third, it would “consume” all the other nations. We saw in the fall of Judah, that no king in David’s line reigned after Jehoiachin’s death. Yet, Scripture promised a descendent of David over all nations. Daniel’s prophecy promised an everlasting kingdom over all nations. This wonderful promise was fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ.  As God in the flesh, He created Jesse, thus He was the “Root of Jesse.” Yet, He was also a descendent of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah. In establishing the church, He set up a spiritual kingdom over which He holds the “scepter.” This kingdom “consumes” all nations. No longer is God’s covenant with one political nation—citizens of all nations serve Christ as King.  In the next lesson we will see some specific promises about Jesus’ coming.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	24
	Psalms 108-110
	Psalms 111-113
	Psalms 114-116
	Psalms 117-118
	Psalms 119
	Psalms 120-121
	Psalms 122-124


Study Questions
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1. Did God know that Israel would ask for a king (Deut. 17:14-15)?



What did He command about this?


2. Why did Israel ask for a king (1 Sam. 8:5)?


Who did they reject in doing this (1 Sam. 8:7)?


3.  In the prophecy about Judah possessing the “scepter” it declared that it would not depart from Judah until who comes (Gen. 49:10)?


Who is this referring to?
 
4.  Define the phrases “Stem of Jesse” and “Root of Jesse (Isa. 11:1, 10)?


How could this apply to the same person?


5. What about the prophecy in Isaiah 11:9-10 makes it clear that this King from David’s line would rule more than just the Jews?

6. List the four kingdom’s of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2:36-45): 1)
, 

2)__________________, 3) ________________________, 4)


7. During which of these kingdoms would God establish this eternal kingdom?


8. Some argue that God has not yet established His eternal kingdom. How does this conflict with Daniel’s prophecy?


9. In what sense can God’s eternal kingdom “consume” all other kingdoms?


Key Passage: “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” Daniel 2:44 , NKJV). 
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